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Types of Support Awarded by Foundations, circa 2003*
No. of Grants

 Amount % No. %

General Support $3,119,210 21.8 30,326 25.1 $102,856
   General Operating 2,584,216 18.0 26,145 21.7 98,842
   Annual Campaigns 49,703 0.3 526 0.4 94,492
   Income Development 84,500 0.6 1,473 1.2 57,366
   Management Development 400,791 2.8 2,182 1.8 183,681
Capital Support 2,434,041 17.0 11,493 9.5 211,785
   Capital Campaigns 315,096 2.2 1,600 1.3 196,935
   Building/Renovation 1,487,725 10.4 5,731 4.7 259,593
   Equipment 137,768 1.0 1,903 1.6 72,395
   Computer Systems/Technology 68,016 0.5 1,032 0.9 65,907
   Land Acquisition 73,071 0.5 210 0.2 347,957
   Endowments 284,103 2.0 793 0.7 358,264
   Debt Reduction 21,720 0.2 82 0.1 264,878
   Collections Acquisition 46,543 0.3 142 0.1 327,768
Program Support 6,309,248 44.0 46,849 38.8 134,672
   Program Development 4,995,731 34.9 35,810 29.7 139,507
   Conferences/Seminars 153,808 1.1 1,950 1.6 78,876
   Faculty/Staff Development 275,770 1.9 2,476 2.1 111,377
   Professorships 60,722 0.4 212 0.2 286,425
   Film/Video/Radio 89,797 0.6 639 0.5 140,527
   Publication 85,187 0.6 938 0.8 90,818
   Seed Money 175,571 1.2 792 0.7 221,681
   Curriculum Development 161,611 1.1 1,054 0.9 153,331
   Performance/Productions 44,097 0.3 758 0.6 58,175
   Exhibitions 59,701 0.4 559 0.5 106,800
   Collections Management/Preservation 19,400 0.1 158 0.1 122,785
   Commissioning New Works 13,472 0.1 181 0.1 74,431
   Electronic Media/Online Services 174,381 1.2 1,322 1.1 131,907
Research 1,667,818 11.6 6,099 5.1 273,458
Student Aid Funds 662,210 4.6 4,592 3.8 144,209
   Student Aid 54,455 0.4 324 0.3 168,071
   Fellowships 209,808 1.5 1,143 0.9 183,559
   Internships 36,087 0.3 258 0.2 139,872
   Scholarships 302,829 2.1 2,327 1.9 130,137
   Awards/Prizes/Competitions 59,030 0.4 540 0.4 109,315
Other 274,085 1.9 1,558 1.3 175,921
   Technical Assistance 182,747 1.3 940 0.8 194,412
   Emergency Funds 4,130 0.0 59 0.0 70,000
   Program Evaluation 87,208 0.6 559 0.5 156,007
Not Specified 2,643,212 18.5 32,230 26.7 82,011
Qualifying Support Type1

   Continuing 4,245,793 29.6 32,830 27.2 129,327
   Matching or Challenge 327,207 2.3 1,074 0.9 304,662

Copyright © 2005, The Foundation Center. All rights reserved. Permission to use, copy, and/or distribute this document in whole or in part for internal, noncommercial 
purposes without fee is hereby granted provided that this notice and appropriate credit to the Foundation Center is included in all copies. All references to data contained 
in this document must also credit the Foundation Center. No other reproduction, republishing, or dissemination in any manner or form is permitted without prior 
written consent from the Foundation Center. Requests for written consent should be submitted to the Foundation Center's Research Department.    

Average 
Dollar 

Value of 
Grants

Source: The Foundation Center, 2005. Based on grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,010 larger U.S. foundations. For 
community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file. 

*All dollar figures expressed in thousands; grants may occasionally be for multiple types of support and would therefore be counted more than once.
1Qualifying types of support are tracked in addition to basic types of support, i.e., a challenge grant for construction, and are thereby represented 
separately.
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