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Distribution of Grants by Subject Categories and Funders' Region, circa 2005

Subject Amount % Amount % Amount % Amount %
Arts and Culture
  Policy, Management, and Information1 $7,551 0.1 $2,843 0.1 $3,278 0.1 $6,294 0.1
  Arts--Multipurpose 63,010 1.2 44,468 1.3 38,314 1.3 33,214 0.7
  Media and Communications 70,716 1.3 43,260 1.2 15,361 0.5 27,898 0.6
  Visual Arts/Architecture 44,827 0.9 12,525 0.4 9,875 0.3 32,994 0.7
  Museum Activities 217,417 4.1 168,092 4.7 135,022 4.7 158,896 3.5
  Performing Arts 251,694 4.8 179,216 5.1 93,849 3.3 107,113 2.3
  Humanities 67,396 1.3 8,710 0.2 10,260 0.4 13,853 0.3
  Historic Preservation 68,727 1.3 18,241 0.5 19,333 0.7 21,301 0.5
  Other 38,035 0.7 1,819 0.1 270 0 2,303 0.1
     Total Arts and Culture $829,373 15.8 $479,174 13.5 $325,562 11.3 $403,867 8.8

Education
  Policy, Management, and Information1 $7,871 0.1 $7,690 0.2 $6,058 0.2 $13,834 0.3
  Elementary and Secondary 321,648 6.1 182,146 5.1 216,739 7.5 451,987 9.9
  Vocational and Technical 2,164 0.0 4,472 0.1 5,515 0.2 3,884 0.1
  Higher Education 372,788 7.1 590,578 16.7 326,386 11.3 274,600 6.0
  Graduate and Professional 188,350 3.6 102,241 2.9 90,573 3.1 150,238 3.3
  Adult and Continuing 4,440 0.1 6,813 0.2 3,969 0.1 9,230 0.2
  Library Science/Libraries 79,936 1.5 18,004 0.5 17,310 0.6 39,423 0.9
  Student Services 40,820 0.8 34,039 1.0 58,269 2 13,447 0.3
  Educational Services 76,668 1.5 61,394 1.7 41,756 1.5 73,310 1.6
      Total Education $1,094,685 20.8 $1,007,376 28.5 $766,575 26.6 $1,029,954 22.5

Environment and Animals
  Environment $291,301 5.5 $156,175 4.4 $93,059 3.2 $266,357 5.8
  Animals and Wildlife 68,851 1.3 54,350 1.5 29,971 1 63,020 1.4
     Total Environment and Animals $360,153 6.9 $210,525 5.9 $123,031 4.3 $329,376 7.2

Health
  General and Rehabilitative $521,183 9.9 $255,273 7.2 $274,865 9.6 $936,841 20.5
    Policy, Management, and Information1 40,793 0.8 10,391 0.3 4,682 0.2 19,833 0.4
    Hospitals and Medical Care 264,190 5.0 164,545 4.6 211,124 7.3 231,388 5.1
    Reproductive Health Care 31,864 0.6 34,523 1.0 4,487 0.2 77,000 1.7
    Public Health 119,001 2.3 31,073 0.9 33,365 1.2 562,874 12.3
    Other 65,335 1.2 14,741 0.4 21,207 0.7 45,747 1.0
  Specific Diseases 177,684 3.4 47,329 1.3 53,794 1.9 200,238 4.4
  Medical Research 197,449 3.8 53,937 1.5 128,680 4.5 325,233 7.1
  Mental Health 101,507 1.9 34,952 1.0 40,072 1.4 48,231 1.1
     Total Health $997,823 19.0 $391,491 11.1 $497,411 17.3 $1,510,543 33.0

Human Services
  Crime, Justice, and Legal Services $73,679 1.4 $38,197 1.1 $34,534 1.2 $63,672 1.4
  Employment 51,324 1.0 23,710 0.7 20,167 0.7 17,211 0.4
  Food, Nutrition, and Agriculture 47,881 0.9 34,007 1.0 20,305 0.7 55,730 1.2
  Housing and Shelter 76,957 1.5 68,816 1.9 41,915 1.5 46,763 1.0
  Safety and Disaster Relief 22,987 0.4 52,944 1.5 29,433 1 15,133 0.3
  Recreation and Sports 73,720 1.4 42,032 1.2 62,073 2.2 48,664 1.1
  Youth Development 105,115 2.0 101,479 2.9 59,253 2.1 64,894 1.4
  Human Services--Multipurpose 222,860 4.2 228,312 6.5 287,281 10 242,702 5.3
     Total Human Services $674,523 12.8 $589,495 16.7 $554,961 19.3 $554,770 12.1

International Affairs, Development,     
and Peace $256,629 4.9 $114,927 3.2 $53,975 1.9 $157,836 3.5

Public Affairs/Society Benefit
  Civil Rights and Social Action 122,203 2.3 34,128 1.0 $22,849 0.8 37,304 0.8
  Community Improvement and Development 186,351 3.5 183,533 5.2 106,559 3.7 82,419 1.8
  Philanthropy and Voluntarism 268,525 5.1 195,313 5.5 140,333 4.9 69,340 1.5
  Public Affairs 156,108 3.0 75,956 2.1 59,253 2.1 61,753 1.4
     Total Public Affairs/Society Benefit $733,187 14.0 $488,929 13.8 $328,994 11.4 $250,816 5.5

Science and Technology
  Policy, Management, and Information1 $12,190 0.2 $1,432 0.0 $741 0 $2,403 0.1
  General Science 41,236 0.8 9,293 0.3 29,020 1 83,431 1.8
  Physical Science 13,565 0.3 8,850 0.3 36,687 1.3 63,489 1.4
  Technology 14,637 0.3 9,938 0.3 21,494 0.7 36,439 0.8
  Life Science 29,191 0.6 26,060 0.7 9,023 0.3 58,328 1.3
  Other 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 160 0.0
     Total Science and Technology $110,818 2.1 $55,574 1.6 $96,964 3.4 $244,250 5.3

Social Sciences
  Social Sciences and Economics $45,094 0.9 $19,174 0.5 $2,922 0.1 $18,249 0.4
  Interdisciplinary/Other 78,526 1.5 14,064 0.4 11,099 0.4 10,943 0.2
     Total Social Sciences $123,619 2.4 $33,238 0.9 $14,020 0.5 $29,192 0.6

Religion $68,472 1.3 $162,825 4.6 $114,829 4 $59,980 1.3

Other $3,453 0.1 $5,822 0.2 $1,210 0 $397 0.0
Total Grant Dollars $5,252,735 100.0 $3,539,377 100.0 $2,877,533 100 $4,570,979 100.0

1Includes a broad range of supporting activities or organizations identified by 18 "common codes."
Source: The Foundation Center, 2007. Dollar figures in thousands; due to rounding, figures may not add up. Based on all grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a 

2Figures for the South exclude the District of Columbia. The 17 DC-based foundations in the sample awarded 3,123 grants totaling $187 million.
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appropriate credit to the Foundation Center is included in all copies. All references to data contained in this document must also credit the Foundation Center. No other reproduction, republishing, or dissemination in any manner or 
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Subject No. % No. % No. % No. %

Arts and Culture
 Policy, Management, and Information1 79 0.2 42 0.1 41 0.2 39 0.1
 Arts--Multipurpose 760 1.8 547 1.8 385 1.5 488 1.6
 Media and Communications 536 1.3 361 1.2 177 0.7 354 1.2
 Visual Arts/Architecture 345 0.8 150 0.5 108 0.4 166 0.5
 Museum Activities 1,353 3.3 979 3.2 706 2.8 918 3.0
 Performing Arts 2,946 7.1 1,960 6.5 982 3.9 1,698 5.6
 Humanities 364 0.9 175 0.6 111 0.4 149 0.5
 Historic Preservation 494 1.2 245 0.8 278 1.1 225 0.7
 Other 126 0.3 56 0.2 12 0 48 0.2
     Total Arts and Culture 7,003 16.8 4,515 14.9 2,800 11 4,085 13.4

Education
 Policy, Management, and Information1 117 0.3 88 0.3 47 0.2 96 0.3
 Elementary and Secondary 2,920 7.0 1,775 5.8 2,062 8.1 2,501 8.2
 Vocational and Technical 44 0.1 69 0.2 23 0.1 45 0.1
 Higher Education 2,730 6.6 2,579 8.5 1,521 6 1,507 4.9
 Graduate and Professional 852 2.0 489 1.6 472 1.9 431 1.4
 Adult and Continuing 120 0.3 122 0.4 86 0.3 108 0.4
 Library Science/Libraries 417 1.0 175 0.6 171 0.7 308 1.0
 Student Services 287 0.7 244 0.8 207 0.8 208 0.7
 Educational Services 954 2.3 572 1.9 505 2 712 2.3
     Total Education 8,441 20.3 6,113 20.1 5,094 20 5,916 19.4

Environment and Animals
 Environment 2,291 5.5 1,107 3.6 800 3.1 2,131 7.0
 Animals and Wildlife 403 1.0 315 1.0 279 1.1 623 2.0
     Total Environment and Animals 2,694 6.5 1,422 4.7 1,079 4.2 2,754 9.0

Health
 General and Rehabilitative 3,014 7.2 1,813 6.0 1,917 7.5 2,587 8.5
 Policy, Management, and Information1 207 0.5 92 0.3 69 0.3 153 0.5
 Hospitals and Medical Care 1,509 3.6 1,086 3.6 1,316 5.2 1,425 4.7
 Reproductive Health Care 300 0.7 180 0.6 92 0.4 308 1.0
 Public Health 619 1.5 297 1.0 270 1.1 476 1.6
 Other 379 0.9 158 0.5 170 0.7 225 0.7
 Specific Diseases 996 2.4 627 2.1 682 2.7 729 2.4
 Medical Research 691 1.7 285 0.9 536 2.1 428 1.4
 Mental Health 683 1.6 514 1.7 582 2.3 708 2.3
     Total Health 5,384 12.9 3,239 10.7 3,717 14.6 4,452 14.6

Human Services
 Crime, Justice, and Legal Services 796 1.9 544 1.8 483 1.9 530 1.7
 Employment 570 1.4 439 1.4 288 1.1 344 1.1
 Food, Nutrition, and Agriculture 544 1.3 403 1.3 328 1.3 466 1.5
 Housing and Shelter 895 2.2 901 3.0 607 2.4 881 2.9
 Safety and Disaster Relief 179 0.4 185 0.6 218 0.9 211 0.7
 Recreation and Sports 818 2.0 587 1.9 626 2.5 647 2.1
 Youth Development 1,397 3.4 1,309 4.3 1,069 4.2 1,174 3.9
 Human Services--Multipurpose 3,956 9.5 3,771 12.4 3,931 15.5 4,030 13.2
     Total Human Services 9,155 22.0 8,139 26.8 7,550 29.7 8,283 27.2

International Affairs, Development,    and 
Peace 1,681 4.0 492 1.6 336 1.3 789 2.6

Public Affairs/Society Benefit
 Civil Rights and Social Action 894 2.1 430 1.4 220 0.9 506 1.7
 Community Improvement and Development 1,832 4.4 1,772 5.8 1,027 4.0 941 3.1
 Philanthropy and Voluntarism 1,233 3.0 1,807 6.0 949 3.7 742 2.4
 Public Affairs 1,143 2.7 724 2.4 565 2.2 476 1.6
     Total Public Affairs/Society Benefit 5,102 12.3 4,733 15.6 2,761 10.9 2,665 8.7

Science and Technology
 Policy, Management, and Information1 61 0.1 42 0.1 20 0.1 29 0.1
 General Science 196 0.5 102 0.3 102 0.4 220 0.7
 Physical Science 191 0.5 76 0.3 191 0.8 234 0.8
 Technology 93 0.2 104 0.3 67 0.3 116 0.4
 Life Science 127 0.3 36 0.1 43 0.2 87 0.3
 Other 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.0 2 0.0
     Total Science and Technology 668 1.6 360 1.2 423 1.7 688 2.3

Social Science
 Social Sciences and Economics 241 0.6 196 0.6 39 0.2 102 0.3
 Interdisciplinary/Other 354 0.9 150 0.5 61 0.2 101 0.3
     Total Social Science 595 1.4 346 1.1 100 0.4 203 0.7

Religion 823 2.0 967 3.2 1,544 6.1 626 2.1

Other 38 0.1 27 0.1 26 0.1 10 0.0
               Total Number of Grants 41,584 100.0 30,353 100.0 25,430 100.0 30,471 100.0

1Includes a broad range of supporting activities or organizations identified by 18 "common codes."

Source: The Foundation Center, 2007. Based on all grants of $10,000 or more awarded a national sample of 1,154 larger U.S. foundations. For community foundations, only 
discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file.

2Figures for the South exclude the District of Columbia. The 17 DC-based foundations in the sample awarded 3,123 grants totaling $187 million.
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