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Top 50 Recipients of Foundation Grants for Education, circa 2004*

Recipient Organization State/Country Dollar Amount
No. of 
Grants

1. University of California CA $101,786,177 545
2. Indiana University Foundation IN 93,642,979 26
3. Harvard University MA 87,002,500 331
4. Johns Hopkins University MD 80,154,326 160
5. New York University NY 75,905,474 184
6. Columbia University NY 66,955,798 274
7. Massachusetts Institute of Technology MA 58,639,226 104
8. University of Pennsylvania PA 55,675,307 163
9. Duke University NC 55,011,599 133

10. Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion CA 54,948,414 28
11. Stanford University CA 53,493,680 303
12. University of Missouri MO 48,998,018 80
13. Purdue Research Foundation IN 42,500,000 2
14. University of Michigan MI 38,852,096 192
15. Council of Chief State School Officers DC 33,639,666 6
16. New Visions for Public Schools NY 33,310,933 21
17. University of Texas TX 32,548,277 186
18. Academy for Educational Development DC 30,970,165 17
19. Scholarship America MN 30,629,756 111
20. Yale University CT 29,324,820 156
21. Emory University GA 29,247,487 59
22. Carnegie Mellon University PA 29,166,885 83
23. Cornell University NY 26,523,857 116
24. Northwestern University IL 26,295,088 109
25. California Institute of Technology CA 23,411,691 40
26. University of Washington WA 22,709,939 119
27. University of North Carolina NC 21,625,464 133
28. Keck Graduate Institute of Applied Life Sciences CA 21,260,000 7
29. Tufts University MA 20,343,553 60
30. University of Chicago IL 20,044,681 100
31. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign IL 19,328,391 66
32. Princeton University NJ 18,988,920 95
33. Independent Colleges of Indiana IN 18,922,020 4
34. Childrens Scholarship Fund NY 18,575,850 17
35. University of Southern California CA 18,492,247 102
36. Washington University MO 17,748,077 65
37. Baylor College of Medicine TX 17,284,960 46
38. Phillips Exeter Academy NH 17,165,000 14
39. Arizona State University AZ 17,146,792 30
40. New York Public Library NY 16,660,696 50
41. Ave Maria University FL 15,560,843 1
42. Ithaka Harbors NY 15,392,200 8
43. Institute of International Education NY 14,797,700 51
44. Ivy Tech Foundation IN 14,432,494 14
45. New School NY 13,995,520 42
46. Vanderbilt University TN 13,711,282 25
47. Bard College NY 13,650,400 21
48. Research Foundation of the City University of New York NY 13,502,500 34
49. New Leaders for New Schools NY 13,463,751 15
50. Ave Maria College MI 13,265,500 3

Total $1,666,702,999 4,551

Source: The Foundation Center.
*Based on grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,010 larger U.S. foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by 
total giving). For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file. The search set 
includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to other recipient types for activities classified in this topic area. 
Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a university for its arts program is included in Education, Higher 
Education, and Arts.
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