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Top 50 U.S. Foundations Awarding Grants for Arts, Culture, and the Humanities circa 2004*

Foundation Name State Dollar Amount No. of Grants
1. The American Art Foundation, Inc. NY $192,678,150 2
2. The Annenberg Foundation PA 104,448,871 163
3. The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation NY 75,279,095 138
4. Skirball Foundation NY 61,518,519 33
5. The Ford Foundation NY 52,719,237 318
6. The Kresge Foundation MI 30,056,400 39
7. Lilly Endowment Inc. IN 26,676,971 55
8. The Crawford Taylor Foundation MO 25,682,599 6
9. John S. and James L. Knight Foundation FL 23,220,600 92

10. The Packard Humanities Institute CA 18,906,913 37
11. The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation CA 18,879,500 130
12. The Starr Foundation NY 18,701,000 121
13. Robert W. Woodruff Foundation, Inc. GA 17,813,780 20
14. Richard King Mellon Foundation PA 17,634,000 43
15. The James Irvine Foundation CA 17,467,000 95
16. Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation NY 17,315,000 105
17. The New York Community Trust NY 16,776,309 402
18. The Freedom Forum, Inc. VA 16,214,865 15
19. The Burnett Foundation TX 15,392,346 20
20. Peter P. Blanchard III Trust- Dendroica Foundation PA 14,831,031 1
21. The William Penn Foundation PA 14,796,349 59
22. Edward C. Johnson Fund MA 14,439,110 44
23. The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation NY 13,403,500 70
24. Houston Endowment Inc. TX 13,343,500 92
25. The Ahmanson Foundation CA 13,340,200 86
26. The Shubert Foundation, Inc. NY 13,135,000 282
27. The San Francisco Foundation CA 13,078,530 305
28. J. Paul Getty Trust CA 12,284,338 115
29. Ford Motor Company Fund MI 12,282,923 117
30. The Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust AZ 12,185,834 6
31. Doris Duke Charitable Foundation NY 12,160,750 21
32. Gilder Foundation, Inc. NY 11,415,035 23
33. The David and Lucile Packard Foundation CA 11,262,270 106
34. Overture Foundation WI 11,233,150 3
35. El Paso Community Foundation TX 10,417,300 7
36. The Cleveland Foundation OH 10,070,672 102
37. Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation CA 9,831,197 7
38. John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation IL 9,805,000 39
39. The Sidney Kimmel Foundation PA 9,768,334 9
40. The Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation CA 9,762,921 132
41. The McKnight Foundation MN 9,610,250 116
42. The McConnell Foundation CA 9,178,143 7
43. Open Society Institute NY 9,117,422 95
44. The George Gund Foundation OH 9,017,760 62
45. Greater Kansas City Community Foundation MO 9,015,715 58
46. Peninsula Community Foundation CA 8,728,855 111
47. Lewis B. & Dorothy Cullman Foundation, Inc. NY 8,645,990 29
48. The Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc. NC 8,642,267 230
49. The Holland Foundation NE 8,510,312 15
50. Amon G. Carter Foundation TX 8,245,685 16

Total $1,108,940,498 4,199

Source: The Foundation Center.
*Based on grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,172 larger U.S. foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked 
by total giving and the top ten foundations in each state). For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to 
individuals are not included in the file. The search set includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to 
other recipient types for activities classified in this topic area. Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a 
university for its arts program is included in Education, Higher Education, and Arts.
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