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Top 50 Recipients of Foundation Grants for the Social Sciences, circa 2002*

Recipient Organization State/Country Dollar Amount
No. of 
Grants

1. Kinaja Foundation NY $19,405,000 1
2. Urban Institute DC 17,261,058 67
3. Population Council NY 16,917,118 25
4. RAND Corporation CA 12,777,665 37
5. Aspen Institute DC 10,625,055 50
6. Massachusetts Institute of Technology MA 10,316,150 6
7. Social Science Research Council NY 9,778,389 14
8. Education Development Center MA 9,414,387 25
9. Harvard University MA 8,812,390 29

10. Population Reference Bureau DC 6,991,655 13
11. University of California CA 5,519,063 28
12. Human Sciences Research Council South Africa 5,513,500 5
13. Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars DC 5,404,010 15
14. International Longevity Center USA NY 5,369,169 6
15. Southern Institute on Children and Families SC 4,991,802 4
16. Birthright Israel North America NY 4,786,362 6
17. Earlham College IN 4,762,344 2
18. Goshen College IN 4,627,343 1
19. Manchester College IN 4,627,343 1
20. Asian Scholarship Foundation Thailand 4,530,000 1
21. Wesleyan University CT 4,035,103 2
22. Stanford University CA 4,029,380 16
23. Columbia University NY 3,930,207 16
24. National Bureau of Economic Research MA 3,476,005 9
25. American Council of Learned Societies NY 3,466,650 9
26. Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) DC 3,461,490 23
27. University of Pennsylvania PA 3,146,907 18
28. Brookings Institution DC 3,000,000 6
29. National Geographic Society DC 2,981,200 10
30. Institute for Advanced Study NJ 2,923,000 9
31. Wexner Heritage Foundation OH 2,850,000 14
32. International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX) DC 2,800,000 3
33. University of Michigan MI 2,662,554 15
34. American Association for the Advancement of Science DC 2,579,074 2
35. University of North Carolina NC 2,555,245 11
36. Medical College of Hampton Roads Foundation VA 2,500,000 2
37. Centro Brasileiro de Analise e Planejamento Brazil 2,450,000 2
38. National Council on Economic Education NY 2,396,200 20
39. American Federation for Aging Research (AFAR) NY 2,394,210 14
40. Womens Museum: An Institute for the Future TX 2,282,700 4
41. New York University NY 2,243,503 22
42. Intercollegiate Studies Institute DE 2,187,000 18
43. Santa Fe Institute NM 2,170,980 9
44. Brown University RI 2,115,535 11
45. Asia Society NY 2,075,000 3
46. Oxford University England 2,054,500 6
47. Mercer University GA 2,000,000 1
48. University of Texas TX 1,947,604 11
49. University of Pittsburgh PA 1,940,409 12
50. Erikson Institute IL 1,914,026 21

Total $252,998,285 655

Source: The Foundation Center.

*Based on grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,005 larger U.S. foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by 
total giving). For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file. The search set 
includes all grants to recipient organizations classified in this topic area and grants to other recipient types for activities classified in this topic area. 
Grants may therefore be included in more than one topic table, e.g., a grant to a university for its arts program is included in Education, Higher 
Education, and Arts.
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